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Americans. Over the years, LULAC has im-
proved the social and economic status of His-
panics through its activism in the areas of
equal justice, housing, employment, and edu-
cation. By 1954, LULAC had earned recogni-
tion for winning two landmark civil rights
cases. The first integrated the Orange County,
California school system, and the second se-
cured jury duty rights for Mexican-Americans
in Texas. Since that time, LULAC has worked
hard to achieve full access to the political
process for all Hispanics, as well as equal
educational opportunity for Hispanic children.
LULAC councils across the nation work toward
this goal by holding voter registration drives
and citizen awareness sessions, sponsoring
health fairs and tutorial programs, and raising
scholarship money for the LULAC national
scholarship fund. In addition, LULAC’s activ-
ism has expanded to include the areas of lan-
guage and cultural rights. In response to a re-
cent increase in anti-Hispanic sentiment,
LULAC councils have fought back by holding
seminars and public symposiums on language
and immigration issues. The nation’s oldest
and largest national Hispanic civil rights orga-
nization, LULAC continues to be a strong
voice in the struggle for equal opportunity for
Hispanic-Americans.

The Indiana State LULAC has faithfully
worked to fulfill the National LULAC mission
through a strong commitment to community
and education. The Indiana LULAC empha-
sizes the protection of civil and human rights
for Hispanic citizens and immigrants, and it
strives to achieve this goal by educating the
Hispanic community. Extremely youth-ori-
ented, Indiana LULAC hosts annual career
days and college fairs, provides numerous
educational workshops and seminars for stu-
dents, and offers several leadership training
opportunities to students. In addition, Indiana
LULAC continues to award scholarships to
academic achievers throughout the state and,
to date, has awarded over $200,000 in college
scholarships. In the future, the Indiana State
LULAC aspires to open a LULAC National
Education Center, which would provide coun-
seling and tutorial services, scholarships, and
low-interest loans to help Hispanic students at-
tend college.

One of LULAC’s primary goals is to ad-
vance the economic condition of Latinos in the
United States and Puerto Rico. The leaders of
LULAC are striving to empower members of
the Latino community to take control of their fi-
nancial futures and obtain financial security for
their retirement years. With a significant eco-
nomic disparity between Latinos and the gen-
eral population, LULAC is taking this oppor-
tunity to address this immediate, important
issue. The League of United Latin American
Citizens 1998 Midwest Conference offers
workshops and information sessions to give
participants the opportunities and techniques
to learn about becoming financially secure,
independent, and taking the initiative to be-
come one’s own boss. Proceeds for this con-
ference will be used to fund scholarships, as
well as youth and young adult educational
projects for the Midwest. These programs in-
clude the Young Reader Programs, the His-
panic Leadership Opportunities Programs, and
the Washington, D.C. Youth Seminars.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
the Midwest and State of Indiana LULAC or-
ganizations for their extraordinary efforts to

unite Hispanics. All involved in the success of
these organizations, as well as their endeav-
ors, should be proud of their efforts in working
toward equality, independence, and success
for Hispanic-Americans.
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to rise today to recognize a distinguished
part of Texas history. This Sunday, September
27, 1998, Dallas’ NBC Channel 5 will be cele-
brating its 50th Anniversary. Channel 5 was
founded in 1948 by Texas visionary Amon G.
Carter, a noted communications pioneer in
both publishing and broadcasting, whose inge-
nuity lead to the delivery of television to the
State of Texas and the Southwest. In fact,
NBC Channel 5 was the first television station
to go on the air in the State of Texas and the
entire Southwest of the United States on Sep-
tember 27, 1948, airing the local visit of Presi-
dent Harry S Truman in his Presidential whis-
tlestop campaign.

While Channel 5 has made its home in a
Texas State Historic Landmark Building for the
past fifty years, it has served as much more
than a simple addition to Texas’ architectural
heritage. NBC Channel 5 can boast numerous
historical accolades, including the first live
local news report in Texas in 1948, the first
live intercontinental satellite report in 1977,
and the first station in the Southwest to offer
viewers news via e-mail in 1997.

NBC Channel 5 remains a broadcasting
leader in delivering to its viewers the very best
in programming and local, national, and inter-
national news coverage, highlighted by an un-
wavering commitment to community service.
Therefore, it is with great pride that I ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing fifty years
of excellence from a news organization that
has raised the standard of journalistic integrity
and service to both the great State of Texas
and the United States of America; Dallas’ NBC
Channel 5.
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Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as the
Chinese on Taiwan prepare to celebrate their
87th National Day on October 10, 1998, I wish
them the best in their continuing efforts to sus-
tain economic growth and to further political
reform.

My congratulations go to President Lee
Teng-hui and Vice President Lien Chan and
the people of the Republic of China on Tai-
wan. President Lee is to be especially saluted
for having repeatedly urged the Chinese com-
munists to hold meaningful exchanges on re-
unification issues. President Lee is committed
to reunification. His dream is to see a reunified
and democratic China.

In the meantime, President Lee asks all na-
tions to consider Taiwan’s legitimate place in

the world community. After all, Taiwan is the
19th largest economy and 14th largest trading
nation in the world. Excluding Taiwan’s partici-
pation in world affairs is a loss for the inter-
national community.

May Taiwan have many many returns of
their National Day and an early reunification
with Mainland China under the principles of
democracy, freedom, and individual human
rights.
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Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on September

23, 1998, I was unavoidably detained during
two rollcall votes; No. 455, on agreeing to H.
Res. 505 offered by Representative
FALEOMAVAEGA and No. 456, on agreeing to
H. Con. Res. 315 offered by Representative
LANTOS. Had I been present for the votes, I
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on number 455 and
‘‘yes’’ on number 456.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with

great pleasure that I commend the City of Ho-
bart, Indiana, for dedicating its newest park to
the memory of the late Emily Silich. On Satur-
day, September 26, at 10:00 AM, Emily
Silich’s family and friends will gather to honor
her memory. It is due to Emily’s dream, vision,
and extraordinary efforts that this park has
been created to enrich the lives and neighbor-
hoods of the people of Hobart, and the whole
of Northwest Indiana.

Emily Silich Park, as it will be named, began
as only an idea, a dream. As the City Council-
woman for the Second District of Hobart,
Emily sought to provide her constituents with
their first park. From its humble beginnings in
1992, to the final culmination in 1998, this
drive to provide a positive, clean, and public
park for the Second District has been a study
in determination and persistence. After Emily
Silich passed away in 1995, her family and
friends did not allow her dream to fade away.

Instead, Silich’s family and friends enlisted
the aid of Mayor Linda Buzinec, the local
YMCA Board, and Hobart residents. With the
aid of the current City Councilman from the
Second District, Carl Lindsey, land was pur-
chased from the YMCA. Tom Silich, Emily’s
husband, and Carl Lindsey donated $3,000
and $500, respectively, in order to purchase
land for the park. These efforts, and the work
of countless others, has helped to realize one
of Emily’s goals. Emily Silich Park is located in
Hobart, Indiana, on two acres of land. It has
among its features a picnic shelter, and play-
ground equipment for the children of the
neighborhood. In the future, the Park Board is
seeking to add tennis courts and other attrac-
tive features.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratulat-
ing the selfless efforts of the Silich family,


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-02T07:53:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




